
 

TO: Caley Families 
FR: Steve Van Mater 
RE: Halloween Parade/Class Celebrations 
DT: October 14, 2014 

 

Dear Caley Families, 
 

Our annual Halloween parade will soon be upon us! This year the parade will be held on Friday, October 31st at 2:15 
pm. Children should wear their regular clothes and bring their costumes to school in a bag clearly marked with their name 
and homeroom. In order to have them change into their costume in an efficient manner, the costumes should be able to be 
worn over regular school clothes so that the children can put them on and take them off in the classrooms. For those 
children who are not interested in participating in the parade and/or class parties, we will have an alternate activity 
available for them in the library. For our planning, we ask that you communicate with your child’s classroom teacher prior 
to the 30th for participation in the alternate activity. Please coordinate carpools if you plan to attend the parade since 
parking is limited. No parking will be allowed in the bus loop. 
 

Parade Route: 
• Kindergarten will exit from the side doors on the far side of the kindergarten playground at 2:15 pm. 

o Order: kindergarten, first grade, third grade, fourth grade, and second grade 
• Students will walk on the sidewalk along the kindergarten playground and continue under the canopy across the 

front of the building (from right to left). 
o Parents are invited to view the parade along the bus loop and lawn in front of the school. I will be asking 

each class to pause briefly for pictures near the main steps as they walk under the canopy. 
• Students will continue along the front of the building and reenter the school through their respective hallways and 

continue with the school day. 
 

Parents must provide guidance in the choice and construction of their child’s Halloween costume. Please make sure your 
child’s costume is “simple” and appropriate for an elementary setting. Not knowing what the weather will be like at this 
time, please have your children dress for the weather and wear sneakers. Costumes should not be offensive of ethnic 
and/or religious groups and should not be suggestive of violence (i.e. Scream masks pumping blood, etc.). Costume props 
representing weapons such as guns, knives, or swords should be left at home. It is against school policy to bring such 
items to school. If your child’s costume requires makeup or colored hair spray, do not put on the makeup or colored hair 
spray on for school. The makeup gets on desk surfaces and textbooks and becomes a distraction during the day. Save the 
intricate props and make-up for their trick-or-treating! Children become very upset if they bring these items and are told 
they can’t wear them before the parade.  Please help us avoid this by leaving those items at home. Students will be 
offered help to place their costume back in their bag to keep it intact during dismissal. 
 

Classes may be holding their classroom celebration before or after the parade. As I shared last year, and again at Open 
House, only our homeroom parents who have pre-arranged to volunteer for their child’s class celebration, are 
allowed to enter the building before or after the parade. We expect the parade to end by about 2:40 pm. If you plan to 
take your child home prior to 3:30, you must send a note in with your child on the morning of the parade. Please follow 
these guidelines as they help us to ensure your child’s safety.    
 

Please note that the parade will be canceled if it is actively raining during the scheduled parade time. I will do my best to 
communicate this as early as possible via a Caley Cougar Connection email. Thank you for helping us promote a positive 
Halloween experience for our children and staff. We appreciate your support to help make this a safe, fun and orderly 
event for all. 
 

In a spirit of partnership, 

	  
Steven M. Van Mater 
Principal 

~ Please turn over for Halloween party suggestions ~ 



 

 
October 14, 2014 

 
Dear Families, 
 
I am happy to share with you how some of our classrooms conducted their Halloween parties during the last couple of 
years while observing our Health and Wellness Policy.  Since most students receive plenty of treats on Halloween night to 
enjoy at home, let’s steer away from “candy” as part of the Halloween party. 
 
You also need to check with the classroom teachers regarding food allergies.  A healthy snack could still be an 
item not permitted in the classroom. In keeping with our in-class snack policy, please be sure to incorporate 
peanut-free food items. Please also keep in mind that due to latex allergies we do not allow latex balloons in our 
school. 
 
I have included some ideas below for fun and healthy Halloween treats. There are far more ideas on the Internet, but 
these are some popular items enjoyed in the past:   

• Carrot sticks with ranch dressing dyed with orange food coloring 
• Fruit salad or fruit kabobs with oranges, cantaloupe and mangoes 
• Baked sweet potato strips 
• Frozen orange fruit bars or sugar free popsicles 
• Orange cheddar cheese chunks/cubes 
• Orange cool whip on orange Jell-O molds 

 
Teachers and parents have reported that students had a great time, and even noticed that the students were better 
behaved and enjoyed making things to bring home, when food was not the top priority. In addition to food, there were 
many games, crafts and activities held during the parties such as decorating mini pumpkins, coloring, Halloween BINGO, 
pass the “hat” with a pumpkin, 7-Up, “scary” storytelling, and decorating apples. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support creating fun memories for our students. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

	  
Steven M. Van Mater 
Principal 
 
 

~ Please turn over for Halloween information and reminders ~ 


